
Water for Cities 

 
TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE WATER AND 

SANITATION FOR RESILIENT  

AFRICAN CITIES  

ICLEI Africa offers technical expertise and services related 

to water and sanitation to a wide range of subnational 

governments and cities.  



“If we reimagine how we view water in our cities and consider it as a precious 

commodity, as a life-giving resource and not merely a service to be delivered 

we can re-engineer the way we manage water in our cities and leapfrog 

traditional approaches to water management.” 

 

~ Kobie Brand, Regional Director: ICLEI Africa     

Sustainable water and sanitation are an essential part of the 

solution in transitioning towards a more climate resilient 

future for African cities.  

Join ICLEI to benefit from our services related to water 

and sanitation. 



ICLEI envisions a world of sustainable cities 

that confront the realities of urbanisation, 

adapt to economic and demographic trends 

and prepare for the impacts of climate 

change and other urban challenges. This is 

why ICLEI unites local and subnational 

governments in creating positive change 

through collective learning, exchange and 

capacity development.  

 

ICLEI Africa is located in Cape Town, South 

Africa, and works with local governments 

across the continent in moving towards a 

shared and sustainable urban future.  

ICLEI  - LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FOR SUSTAINABILITY  

Working across sub-Sahara Africa 
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SUSTAINABLE URBAN RESILIENT WATER FOR AFRICA: 

DEVELOPING LOCAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS 

Building water and climate resilient communities in Africa  

Sustainable Urban Resilient (SURe) Water for Africa: 

Developing Local Climate Solutions is a southern Africa 

project that aims at contributing to climate change adaptation 

and foster resilient, urban water planning at the local 

government level. The project is supported by the European 

Commission and the national governments of the project 

countries.  

SURe Water for Africa focuses on promoting urban well-being 

and resilient cities through addressing the nexus of climate 

change and water. In particular, it focuses on droughts and 

floods, while identifying priority adaptation measures to assist 

the most vulnerable sectors within the participating cities.  

 

The project has three objectives: 

1. To improve understanding of current and projected 

climate change risks associated with flooding and 

drought and to develop capacity amongst policy- and 

decision-makers to apply such knowledge to influence 

their decision making processes.  

2. To strengthen and/or develop local action plans 

integrating urban water management with flooding and 

drought intervention frameworks. 

3. To strengthen local, national and regional knowledge 

management and to facilitate information sharing on 

the water/climate change and urban development 

nexus. 

The project is implemented by ICLEI Africa and partners in the following six countries located in the Southern 

African Development Community (SADC) region: Botswana, Malawi, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia and 

Zimbabwe. 
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Local Action Plans: 
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WATER AND SANITATION IN AFRICA:  

FACTS, FIGURES AND FORECASTS 
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WATER AND SANITATION IN AFRICA:  

SOLUTIONS AND SCENARIOS 



SHARING LESSONS BETWEEN CITIES 

The Africa Water and Sanitation Local Authorities (AWASLA) 

Network is a dynamic, interactive and dedicated pan-African 

network for African local governments and their associated 

institutions engaged in all aspects of the urban water cycle (water 

supply, sanitation, storm and wastewater management). AWASLA 

provides a unique platform to enable local governments to 

exchange knowledge and best practices, consider emerging challenges and 

innovations and explore collaborative action. These aims are geared towards 

seeking a paradigm shift for more sustainable, resilient and equitable urban water 

and sanitation practices in Africa. 
 

AWASLA is open to all African local and subnational governments (and their 

associations) that are committed to achieving more sustainable and effective 

urban water and sanitation management practices in African cities. 

 

Regional and international organisations, non-governmental organisations, 

research institutions and individuals who wish to exchange 

knowledge and best practices for urban water and sanitation in 

Africa can participate  as network associates. For more 

information visit www.awasla.org. 

AWASLA aims to: 

 Promote knowledge 
exchange 

 Develop and enhance 
capacity 

 Facilitate connections 

 Empower advocacy 

 

In an era of significant urbanisation trends on the continent, 

business-as-usual methods of supplying water and sanitation 

services to African cities is unlikely to be sufficient. Climate change 

impacts projected for Africa provide further impetus for finding 

innovative ways and means of supplying water and sanitation 

services to Africa’s growing urban population. 

Recognising that small-scale, home-grown, climate-friendly 

technology and infrastructure has the potential to play a role in 

addressing this need, the African Water Adaptation through 

Knowledge Empowerment (AWAKE) project aims to enhance 

and share knowledge on the opportunities and constraints that 

city stakeholders in southern African city regions might face in 

upscaling their ideas.  

AFRICAN WATER ADAPTATION 

THROUGH KNOWLEDGE 

EMPOWERMENT  

 

7  

ICLEI AFRICA WATER-FOCUSED PROJECTS  

 

file:///C:/Users/tbuckle/Google%20Drive/ICLEI/AS/ICLEI%20SURe%20Water%20for%20Africa/12%20page%20booklet/www.awasla.org


SUPPORTING THE MANAGEMENT OF URBAN RIVERS IN AFRICA  

TAKING ACTION FOR WETLAND CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT  

PROVIDING ACCURATE CLIMATE INFORMATION FOR DECISION -MAKERS 

Future Resilience for African Cities and Lands (FRACTAL) is a 4-year 

project (initiated in June 2015) coordinated by the Climate Systems Analysis 

Group at the University of Cape Town. The aim of the FRACTAL project is 

to advance scientific knowledge about regional climate responses to human 

activities (such as burning fossil fuels, changing land surface cover, etc.) 

and work with decision makers to integrate this scientific knowledge into 

climate-sensitive decisions at the city-regional 

scale (particularly decisions relating to water, energy and 

food with a lifetime of 5 to 40 years). FRACTAL is designed 

to work across disciplines within the scientific community and foster strong collaboration 

between researchers, city government officials and other key decision makers in southern 

Africa. 

ICLEI Africa’s four-year cutting edge project, Urban Natural Assets for Africa: Rivers 

for Life (UNA Rivers), supports local governments in three diverse African cities 

(Lilongwe, Dar es Salaam and Addis Ababa) with the management of their urban 

rivers for improved human well-being and climate resilience. The project focuses 

on mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into land use planning and 

local government decision-making processes whilst also building local government 

capacity, and that of important actors within the city. This is done through better 

coordination and community-based activation, contributing to strengthening 

sustainability and resilience at the local level, 

enhancing human well-being and poverty  alleviation. 

Under the auspices of the global LAB programme, the Local 

Action for Biodiversity: Wetlands South Africa (LAB: 

Wetlands SA) project is currently being implemented in 11 

municipalities throughout South Africa. The aim of the project is 

to protect priority natural wetland resources, thus enabling the 

supply of ecosystem services and promoting resilient 

communities under a changing climate within South Africa. 

Through the project, ICLEI aims to  

 improve local government knowledge and understanding of the value of wetlands, 

 initiate the process of integrating wetlands and ecosystem services into 
local government planning and decision making, and to  

 implement and pilot on the ground wetland projects within the 
participating municipalities. 
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ICLEI AFRICA WATER-FOCUSED PROJECTS  



EKURHULENI DECLARATION ON WATER AND SANITATION 

FOR CITIES 

African local leaders call for urgent, transformative and collective action to: 
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ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability is the leading global network of over 

1,500 cities, towns and regions committed to building a sustainable urban future. By 

helping our members to become sustainable, low-carbon, ecomobile, resilient, biodiverse, resource-efficient, 

healthy and happy, with a green economy and smart infrastructure, we impact over 25% of the global urban 

population in over 85 countries.  

At ICLEI Africa, we serve our African members from our offices in Cape Town, South Africa, where we work with 

cities and regions across 23 sub-Saharan African countries. Our work is conducted by a dynamic and 

passionate team of professionals who work with cities to ensure a more sustainable future.  

Key thematic areas include urban planning, infrastructure, water and sanitation, climate change and energy, 

and nature-based solutions. The projects underpinning these themes are designed to strengthen local 

leadership and promote good governance, foster innovative partnerships and enable new finance options.  

For more information, visit www.africa.iclei.org. 

ICLEI: A CITY NETWORK DRIVING SUSTAINABLE 

URBAN SOLUTIONS  

Disclaimer: This document was developed with funds from the European 

Commission as part of the ‘Sustainable Urban Resilient Water for Africa: 

Developing Local Climate Solutions’ project (DCI-NSAPVD/2012/303-795). The 

project, document and views expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect 

the official opinion of the European Commission. 

Sustainable water and sanitation are an essential part of the solution in transitioning 

towards a more climate resilient future for African cities.  
 

Join ICLEI to benefit from our services related to water and sanitation.  

These include, amongst others: 

Contact us 

ICLEI Africa 

Secretariat 

Knowledge Park 3, 

Century City, Cape Town 

Tel: +27 21 202 0381 

Email: iclei-africa@iclei.org 

 Integrated urban water management services  

 Sustainable sanitation solutions 

 Catchment management 

 Economic evaluation of water -related 

ecosystem services  
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 Water-climate-food nexus solutions  

 Green and blue infrastructure design  

 Nature-based solutions  

http://www.africa.iclei.org

