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SOLUTIONS AND SCENARIOS
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One of the World’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 6) focuses on water, 
and calls for ensuring access to water and sanitation for all.

In Africa, 
under-collection 

of water bills has 
been estimated at 

US$500 million 
per year. Improving 

the collection 
rate of water 

bills is an obvious 
way of increasing 

water revenues 
without raising

tariffs.6

Sub-Sahara Africa 
can address the 
strong growth in water 
demand expected for 
2030 and meet SDG6  
provided it starts 
addressing its current 
water challenges and 
embraces opportunities 
that improved 
wastewater 
management  
can provide.3 

Of all our natural resources,  
water underpins sustainable development  

as perhaps none other.  
Food, energy, health, industry, biodiversity—there is no sphere of 

planetary life or human endeavor untouched by water.1

By simply fixing leaks in 
our global urban supply systems 

we can save 32 billion cubic 
meters of treated water each year.4

Investments in 
small-scale projects  

that provide access to safe water and basic 
sanitation in Africa could return an estimated economic 

gain of approximately US$28.4 billion a year, or 5% of GDP, 
based on a 2016 report.5

New and innovative finance 
mechanisms and models  

are required to support operation and maintenance of existing water and sanitation 
infrastructure and investment in new infrastructure for our shared urban future.

Stormwater harvesting  
can have multiple benefits as an alternative untapped 

water supply source which can improve water 
security for cities. If not treated to potable 

standards, it can be used for irrigation.2


